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Name, age, municipality where you reside: Elijah Platchek, 
36, Lower Pottsgrove Township, Montgomery County.

Name of church, your position there and how long 
serving there: I have attended First Church of the Brethren, 
Pottstown, for 30 years and for 10 years have served there as a 
teacher/supported missionary.

Occupation: I am dean of student life and teacher for 10 years at 
West-Mont Christian Academy, North Coventry Township, Mont-
gomery County. I am also involved with Schools Loving Schools, a 
nonprofit for supporting Third World educators and schools.

Family members: Wife, Lori; a daughter Julia, 14, and son, Aydin, 10.

Describe the education program at your church and what curriculum you use: At church, I am in charge of the 
first Sunday of the month breakfast study. We have a family Bible study at 9 a.m. for all ages and then the church family pro-
vides breakfast for everyone. This year we studied the importance of the true and genuine relationship we can have with God, 
rather than just the duties. At West-Mont Christian Academy, as the dean of student life, I am responsible for the students’ 
daily walk. I work with student through discipleship, guidance and prayer. I am also responsible for the Teacher-Student 
Mentor Program, which allows teachers time to meet with each student in the school in a mentor relationship. This mentor 
program is something that is unique to WCA as it allows the staff members to meet students on a different level of relation-
ship that the classroom is unable to provide. The school culture has been greatly affected by the mentor program because it 
creates unique opportunities for the students to see their teachers in a different light.

Favorite Bible verse: Philippians 3:8: “What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ.”

Hobbies and interests: Service projects: It is a great desire of mine to serve others through the placement that God has 
given me with both the school and church. I often struggle as to why I am seeking to give more than I keep and just find 
that Christ did that for me, therefore, I must as well. I run a small Bible study with some friends during the week and the 
Missions Program at WCA: these things provide great resources to serve others. The students and friends that serve with 
me often find themselves asking for more work. I affectionately call the program “Servant for a Day”, showing the families, 
ministries and programs we serve that we are humbled and honored to serve them.

What do you find most rewarding about your work at church and school: We as Christians have been command-
ed to freely give as it has been given to us. I honestly love all the students, staff, parents and faculty very much, and I hope 
that shows through the service. One of the most importance things about Christian service is that it is done secretly, so that 
we are filled with pride. It is truly an honor to serve everyone at church and school and therefore, I hope that the love of 
Christ which compels me to serve, is seen through me. After all, that’s really the only thing that will matter when I am gone. 
God will only ask me one question when I see Him: “Did you know that I loved you?” (Brennan Manning). That makes me 
think, then what is true love? Jesus answers that for us in John 15:13: “Greater love has no one than that he lay down his life 
for his friends.” If I know God loves me, then my response to that love has to be to love others and put them first.

If you have a suggestion for a religious education director to be profiled in this column, please send an email to religion edi-
tor Carol Balinski at cbalinski@reading eagle.com or call 610-371-5007.


